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0:00:00.6 S1: Hey, thank you so much for listening. I am going to focus this episode on children's
books, specifically the marketing of children's books and the added value that you can bring to
those projects. The idea with added value is leveraging your children's audio book to build your
following to increase engagement and to raise your author platform. Let's get started. As you will
certainly be aware with kids books, children's books, it is the parents, the grandparents, the teachers,
the childcare providers, the educators, the adults in the lives of the children, you have written your
book for, these are the people that you are marketing to, but of course, the children also need to love
the content, as with any book or audio book project, the first thing that is critical to the success is
the quality of your manuscript, so that is... We're always starting with that as a given, focus on that
first, make sure you have a great manuscript, and then when you feel it is completely ready, it's
professionally edited, then you're ready to move into your audio book phase. Let's talk a little bit
about bonus material in general, but also more targeted towards children's books specifically, in
general, the concept of adding bonus material is not just to fill it out, it is not filler, it is not empty
sound bites, it really is designed to add to the experience, the user experience, the listener
experience.

0:02:04.4 S2: We want to create the very best listening experience we can, and when we do that,
then your listeners at the end of the audio book, The End of the main part of the content of your
book, they're ready for more they wanna know what else you have to offer typically, and it is that
desire that we want to address, it is that need that we want to fulfill, and in fact, we want to
encourage even more of that desire, what we want to do is take the desire and we wanna help it
grow, we wanna nurture it, and it is by nurturing your audience at the end of your audio book that
you actually leverage your audio book to help you in other ways. I wanna encourage you to think
about the things that we would do to help ourselves as authors as something much larger... For one
thing, for you to be able to continue to provide valuable content, you need to be supported in the
work that you do, and so that is one way, but from the customer perspective, what's in it for me,
perspective, you are meeting a need or fulfilling a desire, and the more you can serve your
customer, your listener, with the kind of content that they need or desire, the more benefit you are
providing in the world, the more value, and therefore it is natural in the way that things work, that
the more value you provide that the more you will be able to receive yourself...

0:04:00.2 S2: They say that the best way to earn more money is to help more people, so that's what
I'm trying to describe in that last statement. So now diving into a little more deeply the specific
genre of children's books, what kind of end of Book bonus experience might you provide for your
listeners and their parents, as with audio books for adults, one option would be an interview with
the author, depending on the age range that your book is designed for, this interview could be
targeted to the parents of those children.

0:04:48.4 S1: But if it's a book for elementary school children that may be doing early chapter
books, it might actually be for the kids themselves, so this is a question that would really again, to
be very much dependent on who your target is for that specific content, now, here's a twist on that,
that could be more appropriate for very young children, but would still be appropriate for older kids,
and that would be to have an interview with one of the characters in the story, or more than one of
the characters in the story, this could be a lot of fun and you wanna think about, first of all, which
character is being interviewed, but also who they're being interviewed by, maybe they're being
interviewed... Maybe they're being interviewed by one of the other characters, do you wanna think
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again about who's your listener, what will be entertaining to them and appropriate, and then have a
lot of fun with it, because if you have fun with it, then... Probably the kids will too. Another bonus
option would be offering another story, maybe you have another book that you have published, but
you don't wanna do that as a separate audio book, or maybe you have some material that you
haven't published but would like to throw it in as a bonus.

0:06:20.1 S1: Maybe you've been working on some sketches for additional books in a series with
the same characters, there are all kinds of possibilities, so let your imagination ruminate on some of
those options when it comes to possibilities for an additional... Some additional bonus material.
Let's take a short break and then when we come back, we'll talk about some more bonus material
options, and then some other options that are not bonus, but they are things that you can do
additionally with your audio book audio once you have it.

0:06:57.9 S2: We'll be right back.

0:07:10.1 S1: Alright, so coming back to some additional bonus material that may fit your
children's book content and target market, another.

0:07:20.8 S2: And this is one of the key things that I wanna suggest to you, and that is an invitation
to your website. There is a caveat because you have to provide some additional content on your
website, and you may not have that existing as yet, but here are some good reasons why you would
wanna create content on your website for your kid audience as well as for their significant adults.

0:07:53.5 S1: Now, I'm gonna list out some ideas here, but I want to first mention that just as with
an interview, one of the cool things that you can do with that is do a longer interview, but then only
share, but then only share a portion of it as the bonus material, and then invite them to your website
to see the full interview or to hear the full interview. The same can be true with several of these
other options that I'm now gonna suggest, so one would be for some activity that is related to your
book content that you could offer, and maybe the first part of the activity is included in the audio
book, but then there is some component that will draw them to the website, may be either two... I
don't know, it could be check their answers or get a clue for something or any number of other
things, use your creativity to think about How could I get something started and have a fun
invitation to the website to finish it up, to have finished the game if you will.

0:09:08.8 S2: And in fact, games is the next thing on my list. What kind of game could you initiate
with a child that then could be continued on your website, or maybe the whole game is on the
website, that's also.

0:09:24.5 S1: Fine, but you wanna think about what kind of game could you play or create for kids
so that they could have more fun if they continue over to your website and continue to engage with
your material.

0:09:38.7 S2: In fact, if your website is set up such that they can reach out to you and contact you,
you could have as a prize that you respond to some question that they have or that you will contact
them if they do a particular thing on your website or come to your site or something like that, but
just connecting with you on a more personal level could be really quite exciting for them.
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0:10:04.5 S1: Other things that you can invite them to your website to find out more about would
include other titles that you've written, other educational content, like for example, you could have a
picture, let's say that your book is illustrated, or at least you have one picture, maybe it's even the
book cover, if you create it such that they can download that picture as a puzzle, and you could even
add cut lines so that parents could cut it out, print it out and cut it out so that their kids can put it
together, that's a kind of simple activity... Easy to download something you can offer for free.

0:10:48.3 S2: Obviously, you can get fancier with that and create related content that you can sell,
for example, as a puzzle, but there are so many inexpensive or free ways that you can create
valuable content that you can share with your audio book listeners and your website visitors.

0:11:11.3 S1: So those are some of the ideas, and it's just to get you started, but... So those are some
of the ideas that you might consider when you're thinking about bonus material for your children's
book.

0:11:24.5 S2: Now, I just wanna touch on some of the other options for you relating to the audio
that has been created for your children's book, once you have the audio, here are just a couple ideas
on other things that you can do with that audio, one is...

0:11:43.3 S1: You could create a video version of your audio book, and you could use stills, still
images from your book if you have it illustrated, or you could also take those same illustrations and
create some minimal animation. In an earlier episode, I interviewed Brad pole, who has done this
with his own children's book, and can offer that kind of service at a very reasonable cost to other
authors who are looking for an interactive experience with a children's slightly animated book.
Another idea would be to take that audio and create a video using puppets telling the story, and this
could be especially helpful if your book is not illustrated as yet, and still another option would be
images of the physical book, if you have it published, where we see the pages turn and you create a
video in that way, and there are lots of options for you taking your audio and creating video from it,
and if you create a video, you might also then at the end of the video, think about, Well, what
content can I offer at the end of that, that might be an additional bonus, we wanna keep thinking
about the journey that we're taking our customers on, what is the path that you want them to follow,
how can keep them engaged with you, because the more that they can engage with you, if you're
providing great content, the more they are gonna benefit and the more you will benefit.

0:13:32.3 S1: So it should be a win-win.

0:13:35.1 S2: And when we talk about video and creating your audio book as a video, typically this
would be a way where you're actually giving your content away, and I know that some people
worry about that. I want to encourage you to not stress out about giving your content away, but
really think about those efforts as a way to raise awareness, increase discoverability, build your
author platform, build your following, and keep in mind that there are other ways to earn from your
efforts.

0:14:17.8 S1: Such as platforms like Patreon or simply asking for donations or monetizing spin-off
additional content, for example, if you were to take an image from your book or your cover image
and turn that into a puzzle that you then sell, there are so many different ways, different strategies,
different products, different services that can be built together in order to earn you the income that
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you need from your work, and also that will help serve more people and provide more value. If you
have any questions about what you might be able to do with your kids book.

0:15:02.2 S2: I hope you'll reach out to us at pro audio voices dot com. Thanks so much for
listening to inspire the world with your stories.
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